To

The Chairman,

National Green Tribunal,

Faridkot Corpernicus Marg, New Delhi -110 001

Subject : Regarding illegal mining at war footing in an
unscientific manner at Som Bhadra River ( Swan river

) in District Una, of HP — Inquiry thereof — Reminder.

Kindly refer to my complaint on the above subject

of complaint and annexures thereof are again submitted herewith for

ready reference.

It is humbly submitted that the Tribunal has taken
cognizance on the complaint and an order was passed by the Tribunal
on 2.3.2021 in original application No0.57/2021 by a Bench of the
Coram of Hon'ble Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, Chairperson, Hon'ble

Mr. Justice Shes Kumar Singh, Judicial Member Hon'ble Dr.Nagin
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Nanda, Expert member , whereby Secretary, Environment, HP, the

State PCB and the District Magistrate, Una were directed to verify the

facts and take further steps in the matter in terms of above order of

the Tribunal following due process law. Further an independent five

members committee headed by justice Jasbir Singh, former Judge of

Punjab and Haryana High Court and others was also constituted to
Sy

45 A7jlpQk into the matter and report.
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In this regard, it is submitted that despite passing above
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“was taken by the local Administration including local police of district
Una which is under the influence of the local politicians and the Sand
Mining Mafia. In other words the entire complaint has been rendered
infructuous at the hands of local politicians, administration and police
of district Una.

Needless to emphasize that after moving this complaint, the
mining in the Swan River has been increased hundred times which has
caused loss not only to the channelization work already done by the
Government to the tune of about Rs. 1300 crores but has also caused
loss to the bridges leading to loss of public funds/state revenue . It

'has also caused loss to the water level, causing great pollution in the
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aree 1 threat . :
ca and threat o peaceful atmosphere of green state of Himachal

~Prade .
“ J‘ *;'»?f‘}fqtﬁh besides to the bad condition of the roads.
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An affidavit is also attached.

[t is therefore, humbly prayed that legal action

‘may kindly be taken into the matter immediately to save the loss of
public funds and other surrounding 10ss, referred to above with further
prayer to take action against the local administration including the
police of district Una, who has rendered the order of the Tribunal as
well as complaint , as infructuous. It is also prayed that the matter
may kindly be made time bound to the local administration and police
of district Una, and special report be called into the matter for record

in the administration of justice.

Dated:
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Affidavit

i, Amandeep son of Sh. Ashok Kumar, aged 35 years,
r/o village Panjawar, Tehsil Haroli, Distric t Una,HP, do hereby solemnly

affirm and declare as under ;-

That the Tribunal has taken cognizance on the complaint and an

wrder was passed by the Tribunal on 2.3.2021
%

(‘" : "“:;t
s

ipplication No.57/2021 by a Bench of the Coram of Hon'ble Mr.
r) )
‘r{, EL*{

(2>

in original

/3 ctice Adarsh Kumar Goel, Chairperson, Hon’ble Mr. Justice
\‘“\L\O

e Sheo Kumar Singh, Judicial Member Hon'ble Dr.Nagin Nanda,

Fxpert member whereby Secrelary, Environment, HP, the State

PCB and the District Magistrate, Una were directed to verify the
facts and lake further steps in the matter in terms of above order

of the Tribunal following due process law. Further an

independent five members committee headed by justice Jasbir

Singh, former Judge of Punjab and Haryana High Court and

others was also constituted to look into the matter and report

2. That despite passing above order and constituting

committee in the matter, no concrete action was taken by the
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. . ) = ‘ctrict Una which is
local Administration including local police of distrl

- Mining
under the influence of the local politicians and the Sand

. " ered
Mafia. In other words the entire complaint has been rend

fpe st ini i and
infructuous at the hands of local politicians, administration
police of district Una.

3. Thal necdless 1o emphasize that after moving this

AN ]
AoOMMIG . o e g - increased
\»\_-\\%‘0,:K;;\‘&\(;j\complaml, the mining in the Swan River has been

:"zlggséiymdmd limes which has caused  loss not only to the
channclization work already done by the Government to the tune
of about Rs. 1300 crores but has also caused loss to the bridges
lecading Lo loss of public funds/state revenue . It has also caused
loss Lo the water level, causing great pollution in the area and
threat to peaceful atmosphere of green state of Himachal

Pradesh besides to the bad condition of the roads.

4. That the annexed complaint and annexures as well as

reminder , have been drafted and collected at my instance which
is read over by me and after understanding its contents and
accepting it as correct, I put my signatures over it at my own.

Place: Una

ted:
Dated Deponent
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the abovenamed deponent do hereby solemnly
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Villagers protest illegal
mining at Haroli village

LaLitMoOHAN

TRIDUNE KEWS BN 108

UNA, JUNE 26

The residents of Kangar
village in Haroli assembly
constituency have protest-
ed against the illegal min-
ing taking place in the
area. The members of Kan-
gar panchayat yesterday
went to the Swan river bed
and stopped the JCB
machines engaged in ille-
gal mining. The panchayat
officials later submitted a
complaint to the police
officials to take action
against people resorting to
illegal mining in their area.

Shashi Bala, pradhan of
the village, while taking to
The Tribune, said that the
illegal mining of sand in
their area was threatening
Swan river canalisation
work. In case the bundhs
constructed along the
Swan river breach in the
monsoons, this would
cause heavy damage to the
land of villagers.

She alleged that thevillage
panchayat has written to the
police and mining authori-
ties regarding illegal mining
taking place in their area
many times but no action
was being taken against the
culprits as they enjoyed
political patronage.

Mohinder Pal, panch in
the village, said that

s A -1:-.._'; o

Kangar resldents stop the JCB machines from mining.

Mining has crossed all
limits: Agnihotri

B Mukesh Agnihotri, CLP

leader and sitting MLA from
Haroli assembly constituen-
cy, said that the BJP came to
power alleging that various
mafias were thriving during
the Congress rule.

-_ ® However, now when the BJP

was ruling the state, lllegal
mining activities in Una had
crossed all limits.

® The sand mined lllegally was

being smuggled out of the
state to Punjab.

despite ban, mechanical
mining was taking place
inthe Swan. Huge dumps
of sand collected along
the banks of the river
could be seen. They are
then further transported
outside the state.

Vinod Bittu, block prad-
han of Haroli Congress,
said that heavy vehicles
carrying up to 30 to 50
tonnes sand were plying in
the rural areas of Haroli
Assembly constituency.
Since most roads in the
area were designed for
loads up to nine tonnes
they are being badly dam-
aged due to heavy pressure
being created by heavy
vehicles carrying sand.

Mukesh Agnihotri, CLP
leader and sitting MLA

from Haroli assembly con-
stituency, said that the
BJP came to power alleg-
ing that various mafias
were thriving during the
Congress rule, However,
now when the saffron par-
ty was ruling the state,
illegal mining in Una had
crossed all limits.
Agnihotri alleged that
huge dumps of illegally
mined sand can be seen
along the banks of the riv-
er and inside. The sand
mined illegally was being
smuggled out of the state
to Punjab. During the
stint of the Congress rule
CCTV  cameras were
installed at various entry
points in the state to keep
a check on number of
vehicles carrying illegally

mined material out of the
state. However, most the
CCTV cameras are now
non functional and hun-
dreds of heavy vehicles
are indulging in carrying
illegally mined sand from
Swan river bed to Punjab.

The CLP leader alleged
that the National Green
Tribunal has totally
banned mechanical min-
ing in the river beds. How-
ever, it was strange that in
Una no such ban was visi-
ble. He alleged that min-
ing was taking place even
outside the leased out
areas for sand mining.

The mining officer Una,
Paramjeet Singh was not
available for comments
despite efforts to contact
him on phone,
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RAJESH SHARMA

U, JULY 26

The illegal mining is going
on in lhe Swan river resull-
ing tn more than 100 sand
dumps thal have come up
on both bapks of the river
on 20:-km streich between
Pasal and Santoshgarh.

These dumps, which have
mushroomed for the first
time this year, have failed to
attract the attention of low
enforcement agencies,
Going by the size of
the dumps, coch one is
capable of filling dozens of
Lippers in one go.

According to the
Himachal Pradesh Mining
Act, sand con only be
extracted from patches of
land leased in the river. No
heavy machinery can be
used to extract sand and
gravel While both these rules
are blatantly being Nouted in
the Swan, a new dimension
in the form of sand dumps
has recently come in.

Since there are no visible
markings of ureas leased for
mining, heavy machinery
and tppers are extractling
sand throughout the T00-
metre width and 55-km
length of the the river from
Marwan in Gagrel 1o San-
toshgarh in Una,

The material is brought 1o
the roadside and dumped
on land owned by private
parties with which the les.
see enters inlo an agree-
ment 1o hire space for a
dumping yard. From this
dumping yard, tippers can
freely and legally lift sand
since these are located

The

NDM” J

CHANDIGARH | MO

Sand dumps expOSC l“ egal
miningin Una’s Swan*

What Act says

8 According 1o the HP Mining
Act, sand can only be

¥ No heavy machinery
can be used to extract
sand and grovel

B The materiol Is brought
1o Lthe roadside and
dumped on land owned
by privale parties

B From this dumping yard,
tippers can frecly and

legally |ift sand

on private lands.

The Vidhan Sabha Esti.
mates Committee, chalred
by Jwalamukhi MLA
Ramesh Dhawala, which
visited Una a fortnight
ago, had directed the
district  administration
to immediately destroy
the sand dumps since
these were illegal.

There had been instances
when illegal sand dumps
were transported 1o pan-

chayats for use in public
works. The committee had
also expressed concern on
the large scale mining and
the declining ground water
reserves in Una district,
District Mining Officer
Paramjit Singh said the
Mining Act was not clear gs
to weather the dumping or
material extracted from (he
river was legal or (llegal. He
said he had written to his
officers for a clarification
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